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WESLEY SENIOR
MINISTRIES GOLF
CLASSIC, SEPT. 21

The 6% Annual Golf
Classic for Wesley
Senior Ministries is
Thursday, September
21 at Stonebridge
Golf Club. A full day
of golfis planned with
both a morning (7:30
a.m.) and afternoon
round (1:00 p.m.).
Lunch begins at 11:30
a.m. including a visit
from Rocky the Red
Bird! There will be
door prizes for every-
one along with prizes
for a putting contest,
longest drive, closest
to the pin, flight prizes
and hole in one.

The cost is $80 per
person or $320 for a
team. There are also
opportunities to help
sponsor the event.
There are still some
spots open for players.
Call Selena Henson at
WSM Foundation of-
fice at 901-324-0452
to reserve your spot!
As a way of getting
mvolved - if you do not

play — you could pay
for someone who can!

POSITION AVAILABLE
sPart time Director
of Children’s Min-
istry: Grace
UMC, Jackson.
Vibrant congrega-
tion, great opportu-
nity to develop re-
warding ministry.
Could lead to full
time. Send resume
to Mark Irvin or
Kim Rainey. 142
MeClellan Rd.,
Jackson, TN 38305.
Call 731-664-9118.

CHILDREN'S
MINISTRY IDEA SWAP
MEET, AUGUST 15

If you have some

(Continued on page 84)
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ishop Richard Wills Jr.,

B episcopal leader of the

Nashville Area, recently

named several people to serve on

a Memphis Conference Task Force

charged with identifying areas

where managed cost reductions are

possible while still finanecially

supporting and encouraging
mission, ministry and growth.

Bishop Robert Fannin, who
served as episcopal leader of the
North Alabama Conference, has
agreed to be the chair and consult-
ant for the group.

The areas to be reviewed are:

» The eduction in number of dis-
tricts;

+ Streamlining the Program Min-
istries Office;

» Evaluating the Treasurer’s
Office:

» Reviewing conference agen-
cies such as Lakeshore Assembly,
Reelfoot Rural Ministries, United
Methodist Neighborhood Centers
of Memphis, ete.

+ Studying institutions of higher

www.memphis-umc.org

Task Force to study conference finances

Bishop Robert Fannin was
named by Bishop Wills to chair
the TaskForcethatis chargedto
identify areas where cost reduc-
tions that don’t hinder mission
and ministry are possible.

learning such as Lambuth Univer-
sity and campus ministries;

+ A cursory view of Pensions
and Insurance.

The Rev. John Holt, chair of the
Memphis Conference cabinet,
said, “A second and most impor-
tant goal is to help create or de-
velop a positive conference image,
build renewed trust, and develop
the most effective clergy leader-
ship possible.”

The Task Force will report to
Bishop Wills and to the Memphis
Conference cabinet. They will also
make their report to Annual Con-
ference 2007.

After presenting the report, the
Task Force will remain in place for
two additional years to monitor
changes and the effects of those
changes. The group will make ad-
ditional yearly reports on progress
toward implementation of all rec-
ommendations.

Serving on the Task Force are:
The Rev. Stan McDaniel

Lexington, Tenn.

Martha Glover

Selmer, Tenn.
John Williams

Calvert City, Ky.

August 4, 2006

Dr. David Comperry
Paducah, Ky.

The Rev. Dan Camp
Alamo, Tenn.

Billy Woods
Trenton, Tenn.

The Rev. Lonnie Royal Sr.
Colliersville, Tenn.

Dennis Walker
Memphis, Tenn.

Dr. Phillip Cook
Dyersburg, Tenn.

Bob Nichols
Union City, Tenn.

The Rev. Mark Earheart
Kirksey, Ky.

Roy Tarwater
Huntingdon, Tenn.

The Rev. Gail Gaddie
Memphis, Tenn.

Patricia Hinshaw
Munford, Tenn.

Phil Mischke
Germantown, Tenn.

If you have any questions orneed
more information, please contact
any member of the task force. «

McKenzie athlete
turns down big
schools for ties
to church, family

By CatHY FARMER

rew Hayes 1s a special young man by any
Dreckoning; just ask Bertha Neisler. She
was his second and third grade Sunday

school teacher at First United Methodist Church in

MecKenzie, Tenn. and remained his biggest fan as he
grew into one of the best athletes ever to attend

MeKenzie High School.

“He’s my buddy.” Miss Bertha said with a nod
and a wink in Drew’s direction. Even a heart attack
in February that left her unconscious for eleven days
couldn’t keep the sprightly woman away from the
gridiron or the baseball field if Drew was playing.

(Continned on page 84)

Drew Hayes (left) kneels next to Miss Bertha Neisler. The Rev. Harrell Nation Jr., pastor
of McKenzie First United Methodist Church, kneels on Miss Bertha's other side. Hayes,
astand-out high school athlete who was recruitedin both football andbaseball by large
universities, decided instead to play for Bethel College in his home town of McKenzie.
He cited close ties to his church and family as the reason.
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great ideas for working with
children’s programs, come share
them on August 15, 10-12 noon
at St. Luke’s UMC, 480 S. High-
land Ave., Memphis. We're look-
ing for great games, literature and
videos to make our programs
even better. Any great idea from
working with children to appre-
ciating volunteers is needed! Join
us and swap ideas with fellow
children’s ministry workers.
Questions? call Kim Greenfield
at 901-458-5831.

REGISTRATION DEADLINE FOR
SIERRALEONETEAM ISAUG. 16

Ounly a few openings remain
for the Sierra Leone, West Af-
rica Volunteers in Mission Team.
Team members are still needed
to serve in the following areas:
share the Gospel of Jesus Christ
in outlying villages, water treat-
ment and education, staffing the
Taiama Medical Clinic, resource
local schools, construction and
repair, peanut butter nutrition
project for undernourished chil-
dren and setting up a food dem-
onstration plot. The dates are De-
cember 31-January 13, 2007 in-
clusive of travel. A deposit of
$300 is due now. Total cost is
$3000 which includes air and
ground travel, lodging, food, ac-
cidental injury reimbursement in-
surance, medical emergency
evacuation insurance, VIM reg-
istration and a personal contribu-
tion towards project costs. Send
your deposit today to P.O. Box
25, Paris, TN 38242. Checks
should be made out to FUMC and
designated for Africa VIM.

Dr. Joe Geary and Mr. Sam
Pieh are the co-leaders of the
team. For more information con-
tact Dr. Geary at korimissions(@
vahoo.com orcall 731.642.4764.

DEADLINE EXTEMDED

The deadline for applications
to deliver the Young People’s Ad-
dress at General Conference
2008 has been extended to Oct.
1. For details contact Clark at
jelark@gbod.org or visit the
Young People’s Ministries page
at http://www.gbod.org/
youngpeople/.

An award winning newspaper
Cathy Farmer, Editor
Carol Kiddy, Circulation

24 Corporate Blvd.
Jackson, TN 38305-2315
Phone: 731-664-8480
Sub. Rate: $12.50/52 issues
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The little churches that could

By D1aNE HARRISON
pastor, Beech Bluff Mt. Pleasant

small rural churches don’t

need and can’t do
programs —but in the Beech Bluff
Parish, which includes Beech
Bluff and Mt. Pleasant United
Methodist churches near
Jackson. Tenn.. we've found
that by working together we can
provide quality programs.

Our Vacation Bible School is
an example of what we achieved
through partnership.

In order to keep our costs
down, we designed our own cur-
riculum to fit a Saturday-Sunday
format. Our children attended
Bible School all day Saturday and
led ajoint parish worship service
on Sunday morning. We con-
cluded with a parish-wide picnic
following worship.

Our theme was “God Keeps
His Promises™ and we used three
stories to demonstrate this truth:
the stories of Noah, Abraham
and Daniel.

One of our activities was
making tie-dyed shirts which re-

I have heard it said that

.

Beech Bluff and Mt. Pleasant United Methodist churches hosted

a joint Vacation Bible School that concluded on Sunday with
aworship service led by 21 VBS children in their new tie-dyed
t-shirts. A parish-wide picnic followed the service.

minded us of the rainbow that
is the sign of God’s promise in
the story of Noah.

The colorfully dyed shirts
were sent home in zip-lock bags,
still in rubber bands, with in-
structions for the parents on how

to finish the process so the chil-
dren could wear them the next
morning in worship.

I wondered how successful
the parents would be, but any
concern was put to rest when the
children began arriving Sunday
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morning in their beautifully dyed
shirts.

Twenty-one children attended
the Bible School. Volunteers from
both churches worked with the
children while others prepared
snacks and lunch. One child’s
dad was a volunteer firefighter.
He arranged to bring a fire truck
from the station across the street
from our church during one of
the recreation times. It provided
a great object lesson about prom-
ise keeping and being faithful.

Our parish has had other sue-
cesses as well. We recently com-
pleted a joint Disciple I class
which included 13 participants.
One of the outcomes of the Dis-
ciple class is the birth of a new
young adult Sunday school class.

During Lent, our parish
churches shared a Seder meal as
well as Maundy Thursday and
Tenebrae services.

Slowly but surely, as we step
out in faith, God is breathing new
life into our parish through the
spirit of unity as we focus, not
on what we don’t have, but as
we claim the many gifts that God
has givenus. *

McKenzie athlete turns
down big schools for
ties to church, family

(Continued from page 14)

She simply packed up her oxy-
gen bag and hitched a ride with
Drew’s parents, Glenn and Joyee
Hayes.

Accolades (and Miss Berthal)
have followed in Drew’s wake
as he and his teams forged win-
ning seasons in baseball, football
and basketball. Drew was named
“Mr. Football Class A Back™ by
the Jackson Sun and called West
Tennessee’s “most decorated
quarterback/pitcher.” He holds
several football state records:
most completions in a year (738).
most completions in a game (46).
and most passing attempts in a
game (73). He finished second
for most touchdowns in a career
(89) and was ranked third in to-
tal offense.

In baseball, Drew’s first love,
his 95 m.p.h. fastball powered his
high school team to its first state
championship since 1932 and
brought him to the attention of
major league scouts. He was re-
cently drafted by the Arizona Dia-
mondbacks but elected to go on

to college instead of taking a short
cut to the major leagues.

“Iwas recruited to play base-
ball and football by the Univer-
sity of Tennessee, the University
of Memphis and Bethel College,”
Drew said. “Harvard, Virginia,
Lambuth University, Cumberland
and UT Martin talked to me about
playing football; and Dartmouth,
Vanderbilt, Mississippi State, Bir-
mingham Southern, the Univer-
sity of Alabama-Birmingham and
University of Kentucky wanted
me to play baseball.”

Drew didn’t make up his mind
in a hurry. taking plenty of time
to consider every offer. “I
wanted to go where T could get
a good education, be happy and
satisfied,” he said.

“When he made his final de-
cision, he was all smiles,” Miss
Bertha said. To the surprise of
many, Drew chose Bethel Col-
lege, a Cumberland Presbyterian
school of approximately 1500
students located in McKenzie.

“Ican live at home, stay close
to my mom and dad, stay in my

McKenzie Rebels and pitcher Drew Hayes (no. 13) celebrate
after winning the State Baseball Championship. (Photo cour-
tesy of Matt Swinea at www.mckenzierebels.com.)

home church and get a good edu-
cation,” Drew said by way of
explanation. “And 1t will be a
unique opportunity to play for nmy
dad who's head baseball coach
at Bethel.”

Drew wasn’t the only person
smiling after he announced his
choice. The Rev. Harrell Nation
Jr., pastor of McKenzie’s First
United Methodist Church, says
Drew has been invaluable in the
life of the church. He would have
been sorely missed.

“We have a really good
church,” Drew said. “We have a
good combination of elders and
youth. Everyone really supports

the youth and our activities.” He
plans to continue ushering, be-
ing a liturgist, helping serve com-
munion and interacting with the
younger kids. Nation says he
hopes Drew will even teach some
classes for the junior highs.
“This is where I grew up.”
Drew said. “This church really
impacted me, made me a better
person. It means a lot to me.”
Janice Mullins, his aunt and
the wife of Dr. Bill Mullins, pas-
tor of Covington, Tenn.’s First
United Methodist Church, says
Drew is a special young man,
inside and out. “He would be
(Continued on page 44)






