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T
w

o Sections, Section A

TH
A

N
K

 Y
O

U
C

O
N

FE
R

E
N

C
E

 2006
A

d
a 

H
ern

d
on

th
an

k
s 

ev
ery

o
n

e
w

ho supported the
sack lunch and con-
cessio

n
s 

m
issio

n
project at A

nnual
C

onference 2006.
T

he Paducah D
istrict

U
nited M

ethodist
W

o
m

en
 

cleared
$1,124 that w

ill be
sent to the H

ispanic
M

inistry in G
raves

C
ounty.

LA
M

B
U

TH
 U

. S
A

Y
S

TH
A

N
K

S
 FO

R
D

R
O

P
P

IN
G

 B
Y

M
ore people than

ever before took ad-
vantage of the cof-
fee and donuts of-
fered

 
free 

b
y

L
am

buth U
niversity

to
 ev

ery
o

n
e w

h
o

cam
e to A

nnual C
on-

ference this year in
P

ad
u

cah
, 

say
s

D
onna O

verstreet.
L

am
buth’s hospital-

ity area in the front
lobby of the L

uther
F. C

arson Four R
iv-

ers C
enter w

as one
of the busiest places
in the building.

K
A

TR
IN

A
 C

H
U

R
C

H
R

E
C

O
V

E
R

Y
 A

P
P

E
A

L
O

n S
unday, A

u-
gust 27, the U

nited
M

ethodist C
ouncil of

B
ishops is asking ev-

ery congregation to
receive a special of-
fering for the K

atrina
C

hurch R
ecovery

A
ppeal (#818-001).

A
 dow

nloadable bul-
letin insert and other
helpful resources are
available at w

w
w

.
um

c.org/church re-
covery. In

clu
d

ed
w

ith the online re-
sources is a com

pel-
ling 7-m

inute D
V

D

(C
ontinued on page 8A

)

that chronicles the need and cel-
ebrates the response of caring,
generous U

nited M
ethodists. A

d-
ditional resources include m

es-
sage points, ideas for prom

ot-
ing the appeal, a “G

iving C
al-

endar,” w
orship resources and

a children’s serm
on.
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Y
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B
U

R
G

O
n July 21-23,  M

cS
A

M
,

M
em

phis C
onference S

ingle
A

dult M
inistries, w

ill gather in
D

yersburg, T
enn. to build a

house for a single m
other of

three. H
er hom

e w
as destroyed

by the A
pril tornadoes. A

pproxi-
m

ately $2000 w
as raised at the

2006 A
nnual C

onference to help
H

abitat for H
um

anity w
ith this

project. For m
ore inform

ation,
call P

atti M
essick at 901-353-

2128.
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 D
A

TE
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F

R
E

TR
E

A
TS

 A
N

D
 M

E
E

TIN
G

S
W

endy H
opper is the new

M
cSA

M
 coordinator. Joining her

on the board of officers are:
D

usty D
yer,  Fellow

ship; P
atti

M
essick, M

issions; Jeff C
arr

and com
m

ittee, R
etreats; th

e
R

ev. A
utura H

am
pton

, P
M

T
staff. U

pcom
ing M

cSA
M

 dates
to rem

em
ber:

•July 21-23   H
abitat H

om
e

•A
ugust 19   C

ookout/D
iam

ond
Jaxx gam

e, Jackson, Tenn.
•A

ugust 26  M
cS

A
M

 D
esign

Team
 M

eeting
•Septem

ber 9    M
em

phis Z
oo

•Septem
ber 16    H

elp at R
R

M
T

hrift Store, R
idgely, Tenn.

•Septem
ber 22-24    Singles Fall

R
etreat, L

akeshore
•O

ctober 7    M
cSA

M
 D

esign
Team

 M
eeting

•O
ctober 13-15   C

am
ping and

C
anoeing at M

ousetail L
and-

ing State Park.

H
U

N
TE

R
S

 FO
R

 TH
E

 H
U

N
G

R
Y

P
LA

N
S

 FA
LL E

V
E

N
TS

G
olf tournam

ents, fish frys
and m

ore w
ill be offered in W

est
Tennessee and W

estern K
entucky

this sum
m

er and fall as H
unters

for the H
ungry raises m

oney to
underw

rite the processing of
deer. W

atch for your opportunity
to help this task force defeat hun-
ger in your com

m
unity. *

B
y T

R
O

YA
N

N P
O

U
L

O
P

O
U

L
O

S

pastor, G
allow

ay U
M

C

I
t’s 4:30 a.m

. on an early
M

em
phis Saturday m

orning
and the first participant for

a com
m

unity yard sale has just
arrived to pick out the best location
in the parking lot across the street
from

 G
allow

ay U
nited M

ethodist
C

h
u

rch
’s 

n
ew

 
C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

G
arden.
A

fter claim
ing his spot, the A

f-
rican-A

m
erican pastor of a nearby

B
aptist C

hurch w
anders over to

talk to M
arch H

all, the leader of
G

irl Scout T
roop 3. H

all is the co-
ordinating force behind the gar-
den. “Y

ou know
 this garden sure

is a bright spot in the neighbor-
hood,” he said as he steps care-
fully through the plants and then
sits on the bench new

ly installed
under a big shade tree.

C
om

m
ents like this have becom

e
com

m
onplace over the six w

eeks
since the garden w

as planted by
the Scouts and the children of three
nearby D

ay C
are centers.

H
aving a com

m
unity garden is

very different from
 having a gar-

den in a private yard, though pri-
vate gardens can be quite beauti-
ful. T

his garden has becom
e a true

connection to the com
m

unity and
the com

m
unity is em

bracing the
efforts of T

roop 3 and the nearby
D

ay C
are centers (C

ooper C
ottage,

R
ed R

obin and Southern A
venue)

that help tend the plants.
M

arch H
all says, “It’s alm

ost
selfish of m

e to spend tim
e in this

garden. It has just been lovely.
T

his garden is a beautiful back-
ground for all of these beautiful
Scouts and precious children.”

O
n days w

hen the Scouts and
D

ay C
are children don’t tend the

garden, several fam
ilies com

e and
volunteer their tim

e. O
n T

hurs-
days, E

dna L
um

pkin com
es w

ith
her three girls.

A
 dishw

asher from
 a nearby

restaurant w
alks tw

o blocks each

G
a
llo

w
a
y
’s C

o
m

m
u

n
ity

 G
a
rd

e
n

    A
 b

righ
t sp

ot in
 th

e n
eigh

b
orh

ood

from
 the church at the corner of

C
ooper and W

alker.
E

very S
unday m

orning the
gardeners arrive very early to
w

ater and tend the garden. T
hey

alw
ays bring a therm

os of cof-
fee, cups, sugar and all the “fix-
ings.”  Soon the gardeners find
them

selves having coffee w
ith

som
e of the hom

eless and less
fortunate in the neighborhood.

O
n Father’s D

ay, M
itch H

all,
M

arch’s husband, w
as patiently

reading the Sunday paper w
hile

M
arch

 p
u

ttered
 an

d
 p

u
lled

w
eeds. B

uckets of rain began
falling. T

he G
irl Scout fam

ilies
w

ho had com
e to help garden all

piled together and w
ent dow

n the
street for cold drinks to the res-
taurant w

here our dishw
asher

friend w
orks.

M
arch says that w

orking in
this garden is the nicest experi-
ence she has had in her 32 years
of leading Troop 3. She’s am

azed
at all the people w

ho drive by
w

aving.  Y
oung m

en w
earing

baggy pants w
alk by,  and instead

of looking dow
n at their shoes,

now
 look her in the eye and sm

ile.
A

 regular jogger looks for-
w

ard to receiving a cooling spray
from

 the w
ater hose.  D

og w
alk-

ers pause and pull a few
 w

eeds.
O

ften people w
ill stop and talk

for a half hour or m
ore–people

w
e never knew

 and w
ho never

gave G
allow

ay a second thought
before the garden w

as put in.
S

ix w
eeks ago, A

ssistant
leader B

arbara H
earn K

eeler w
as

w
atching the tractor till the 30 X

90 foot piece of land that fronts
o

n
 C

o
o

p
er. S

h
e tu

rn
ed

 an
d

asked, alm
ost like hearing the

Psalm
ist D

avid cry out, “O
h m

y
L

ord, w
hat have w

e gotten into?
W

ill w
e ever be able to m

anage a
plot this size?”

F
or the last 21 years, the

S
cout T

roop has alw
ays had

som
e flow

ers and a tom
ato plant

or tw
o, but nothing this am

bi-
tio

u
s. 

T
h

ey
’v

e 
ten

d
ed

 
th

e
church’s shade plant m

editation
garden for the past nine years,
but this com

m
unity garden w

as
som

ething that w
as going to need

regular attention.
Som

ehow
,  each tiny seedling

that w
as put in rooted.  E

ven the
bedraggled-looking volunteer
flow

ering vines that w
ere trans-

planted all rooted and “took.”
Fay Sanford, an avid gardener

and one of the generous people
w

ho donated plants to the com
-

m
unity garden, tried to transplant

a few
 of the volunteer vines into

her hom
e garden only to w

atch
all of them

 w
ither aw

ay.
V

isiting the G
allow

ay garden
later, she looked at M

arch and

said, “It is just a m
iracle that all

of these plants are flourishing.”
Y

es, the G
allow

ay garden is a
m

iracle of hospitality and good
w

ill. It is G
od touching our neigh-

borhood and m
aking it kinder and

gentler.
T

he girls from
 T

roop 3 have
alw

ays w
orked hard and are

know
n as one of the best G

irl
Scout troops in the city. T

hey’re
involved in service to the com

-
m

unity in m
any w

ays. W
hen they

sell their cookies, one-third of the
profit goes to T

he M
em

phis L
it-

eracy C
ouncil to buy books. T

he
council is located just dow

n the
block from

 the church and the
girls regularly read to the D

ay
C

are children at R
ed R

obin D
ay

C
are across the street.
O

ne-third of their m
oney goes

to T
im

katec S
helter for aban-

doned children in H
aiti. T

he girls’
funds buy food and school sup-
plies for som

e of the poorest chil-
dren on the island. T

hey alw
ays

prepare a tape for the orphans to
see and exchange letters w

ith the
shelter priest in French. T

hey use
the last one-third of their m

oney
on cam

ping trips.
A

nother recent service project
has been to learn to knit. T

he girls
w

anted to knit an afghan to do-
nate to the W

est C
ancer C

linic
here in M

em
phis in honor of one

of their leaders, R
egina W

illiam
s.

A
nn B

uxton of St. John’s U
M

C

taught the girls to knit. O
n som

e
T

uesdays you could w
alk into the

chapel and see them
 knitting and

listening quietly to classical m
u-

sic. O
n other T

uesdays, they’d
be chattering enthusiastically, but
m

issing a few
 m

ore stitches.
T

he garden received a dona-
tion of rolled cobbled stones
from

 C
ristie C

ut S
tone, the

neighborhood stone yard.  W
hen

the m
an dropped off the heavy

pallet, he com
m

ented about how
heavy the stones w

ere and how
it seem

ed like this could be w
ay

too m
uch w

ork for the girls.
M

arch w
ondered w

hy he w
ould

think that. T
hese girls often break

a sw
eat in the pursuit of doing a

good job and helping others.
It alm

ost looked like a chain
gang as the girls began lifting,
passing and carrying the stones
to form

 the outline of the herb
garden.  T

he stone m
an couldn’t

believe how
 fast they em

ptied the
entire pallet. T

he girls saw
 his

com
m

ent as a challenge. N
ot one

girl said the stones w
ere too

heavy.  A
fter the last stone w

as
put into place, the girls m

oved
over to the shaded area to enjoy
ham

burgers cooked over their
Sm

okey Joe.
In addition to the stones, the

garden has received m
any dona-

tions. R
alph Fagan, a landscape

architect, provided the design and
layout. T

here have been gifts of

m
oney, plants and tim

e.  T
he do-

nor list nam
es close to 30 com

-
m

unity people, form
er scout

leaders, the D
ay C

are centers,
m

em
bers and friends of G

allo-
w

ay.  T
he church has not spent

any program
 dollars on the gar-

den, but does pay the w
ater bill.

A
 form

er scout w
ho is now

in college stopped by one day.
A

fter “oohing” and “aahing” over
the garden, she said, “M

arge, you
w

ere the best leader. I just loved
the garden.”  M

arge looked at her
and replied, “N

o, you didn’t, you
hated it.”  A

t least, it seem
ed so

at th
e tim

e. B
u

t th
e y

o
u

n
g

w
om

an’s m
em

ories prove other-
w

ise. H
er tim

e spent w
ith a car-

ing adult helped form
 her into the

successful young w
om

an that
she is becom

ing today.
V

egetables from
 the garden

w
ill be used by the Scouts, D

ay
C

are centers and by G
allow

ay
U

M
C

 w
hen the w

eekly  free com
-

m
unity m

eals are prepared
In biblical tim

es, there w
as the

concept of “gleaning” w
hereby

food w
as left in the fields after

the harvest so that the poor could
“glean” the fields and have food.
W

e are often asked if the garden
is vandalized or if the vegetables
are “stolen.”  W

e respond by say-
ing that this is a com

m
unity gar-

den, here for all to enjoy. It be-
longs to everyone in the com

m
u-

nity w
hether they tend it or not.

It is not fenced. It is proudly la-
beled, “C

om
m

unity G
arden at

G
allow

ay.” If a passerby picks a
tom

ato or tw
o, then w

e figure
that, like a gleaner, they m

ust
have been hungry.

O
ne gentlem

an cuts a few
roses each day w

hen they are in
bloom

. H
e sells them

 at a nearby
car w

ash on E
ast Parkw

ay and
Y

oung. T
his is his food m

oney
for the day.  H

e has retained som
e

dignity and hasn’t panhandled.
T

he girls w
ent out this w

eek
to pick blackberries and blueber-
ries to m

ake a pie. T
he berries

w
ere m

ostly gone. W
ithout m

iss-
ing a beat, E

dna L
um

pkin said,
“I guess som

eone w
as hungry

and needed them
. W

e’ll have
m

ore soon.” A
nd so w

e w
ill.

O
ur garden has opened up our

front yard for the entire neigh-
borhood to enjoy.  It has becom

e
a source of joy for m

any. It has
becom

e an outreach tool. It has
show

n the neighborhood that
G

allow
ay is w

elcom
ing and in-

viting. It w
ill be another few

m
onths before all the vegetables

are harvested for this sum
m

er,
but the spiritual fruit of the gar-
den w

ill continue to be harvested
for m

any m
onths and years af-

ter that. •

day to the bus stop in front of the
church. A

t first, he  w
alked by si-

lently and stood at the bus stop,
keeping his thoughts to him

self.

T
hen one day he w

alked over to
M

arch and said, “I see you have a
new

 plant today.” T
he tw

o have
frequently carried on conversations

since that day. T
his m

an is no
longer a stranger, disconnected

P
ic

tu
re

d
 

a
b

o
v

e
 

g
ro

u
p

e
d

aro
u

n
d

 th
eir n

ew
 g

ard
en

 b
en

ch
are eig

h
t o

f th
e 16 g

irls in
 S

co
u

t
Troop 3. The troop, led by M

arch
H

all for 32 years, has seen m
any

o
f its g

rad
u

ates g
o

 to
 co

lleg
e

an
d

 b
eco

m
e p

ro
fessio

n
als.

B
ack 

ro
w

 
(L

-R
) 

S
h

en
eq

u
a,

S
a

b
le

, 
M

a
y

a
 

a
n

d
 

C
h

e
ls

e
a

.
F

ro
n

t fro
w

 (L
-R

) K
aitlin

, A
n

itra,
V

ash
au

n
, C

ecelia.

L
eft: O

n
e o

f th
e S

co
u

ts h
elp

s a
C

o
o

p
er C

o
ttag

e D
ay C

arech
ild

p
lan

t an
d

 ten
d

 th
e veg

etab
les

th
at w

ill o
n

e d
ay fu

rn
ish

 a fin
e

m
eal.(C

ontinued on page 8A
)

M
arch

 H
all (left) says th

e C
o

m
m

u
n

ity G
ard

en
 is th

e n
icest

exp
erien

ce sh
e’s h

ad
 in

 h
er 32 years o

f lead
in

g
 S

co
u

t T
ro

o
p
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