that chroniclesthe need and cel -
ebrates the response of caring,
generous United Methodists. Ad-
ditional resources include mes-
sage points, ideas for promot-
ing the appeal, a“Giving Cal-
endar,” worship resources and
achildren’s sermon.

SINGLES MINISTRY TOBUILD A
HOUSE INDYERSBURG

On July 21-23, McSAM,
Memphis Conference Single
Adult Ministries, will gather in
Dyersburg, Tenn. to build a
house for a single mother of
three. Her home was destroyed
by theApril tornadoes. Approxi-
mately $2000 was raised at the
2006 Annual Conferenceto help
Habitat for Humanity with this
project. For more information,
call Patti Messick at 901-353-
2128.

MCSAM ELECTS NEW
OFFICERS, SETS DATES OF
RETREATSAND MEETINGS
Wendy Hopper is the new
McSAM coordinator. Joining her
on the board of officers are:
Dusty Dyer, Fellowship; Patti
Messick, Missions; Jeff Carr
and committee, Retreats; the
Rev. Autura Hampton, PMT
staff. Upcoming McSAM dates
to remember:
*July 21-23 Habitat Home
*August 19 Cookout/Diamond
Jaxx game, Jackson, Tenn.
eAugust 26 McSAM Design
TeamMeseting

*September 9 MemphisZoo

*September 16 Help at RRM
Thrift Store, Ridgely, Tenn.

*September 22-24 SinglesFall
Retreat, L akeshore

*October 7 MCcSAM Design
Team Meeting

*October 13-15 Camping and
Canoeing at Mousetail Land-
ing State Park.

HUNTERS FOR THE HUNGRY
PLANS FALL EVENTS

Golf tournaments, fish frys
and morewill be offeredin West
Tennessee and Western K entucky
this summer and fall as Hunters
for the Hungry raises money to
underwrite the processing of
deer. Watch for your opportunity
to help thistask force defeat hun-
ger in your community. *
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Galloway’s Community Garden continued

from the church at the corner of
Cooper and Walker.

Every Sunday morning the
gardeners arrive very early to
water and tend the garden. They
always bring a thermos of cof-
fee, cups, sugar and all the “fix-
ings.” Soon the gardeners find
themselves having coffee with
some of the homeless and less
fortunatein the neighborhood.

On Father’sDay, Mitch Hall,
March'’s husband, was patiently
reading the Sunday paper while
March puttered and pulled
weeds. Buckets of rain began
faling. The Girl Scout families
who had cometo help garden all
piled together and went downthe
street for cold drinksto the res-
taurant where our dishwasher
friend works.

March says that working in
this garden is the nicest experi-
ence she hashad in her 32 years
of leading Troop 3. She'samazed
at al the people who drive by
waving. Young men wearing
baggy pantswalk by, andinstead
of looking down at their shoes,
now look her intheeyeand smile.

A regular jogger looks for-
ward to receiving acooling spray
fromthewater hose. Dog walk-
ers pause and pull afew weeds.
Often people will stop and talk
for a half hour or more—people
we never knew and who never
gave Galloway asecond thought
before the garden was put in.

Six weeks ago, Assistant
|leader BarbaraHearn Keeler was
watching thetractor till the 30 X
90 foot piece of land that fronts
on Cooper. She turned and
asked, almost like hearing the
Psalmist David cry out, “Oh my
Lord, what have we gotten into?
Will weever beableto managea
plot thissize?’

For the last 21 years, the
Scout Troop has always had
someflowersand atomato plant
or two, but nothing this ambi-
tious. They’'ve tended the
church'’s shade plant meditation
garden for the past nine years,
but this community garden was
something that was going to need
regular attention.

Somehow, eachtiny seedling
that wasput inrooted. Eventhe
bedraggled-looking volunteer
flowering vinesthat weretrans-
planted all rooted and “took.”

Fay Sanford, an avid gardener
and one of the generous people
who donated plants to the com-
munity garden, tried to transplant
afew of thevolunteer vinesinto
her home garden only to watch
all of them wither away.

Visiting the Galloway garden
later, she looked at March and

March Hall (left) says the Community Garden is the nicest
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experience she’s had in her 32 years of leading Scout Troop 3.

said, “Itisjust amiraclethat all
of these plantsareflourishing.”

Yes, the Galloway gardenisa
miracle of hospitality and good
will. ItisGodtouching our neigh-
borhood and making it kinder and
gentler.

The girls from Troop 3 have
always worked hard and are
known as one of the best Girl
Scout troopsinthecity. They're
involved in service to the com-
munity in many ways. When they
sl their cookies, one-third of the
profit goesto The MemphisLit-
eracy Council to buy books. The
council islocated just down the
block from the church and the
girls regularly read to the Day
Carechildren at Red Robin Day
Care across the street.

One-third of their money goes
to Timkatec Shelter for aban-
doned childreninHaiti. Thegirls
funds buy food and school sup-
pliesfor someof the poorest chil-
dren ontheisland. They aways
prepare atapefor the orphansto
seeand exchangeletterswith the
shelter priestin French. They use
thelast one-third of their money
on camping trips.

Another recent service project
hasbeentolearntoknit. Thegirls
wanted to knit an afghan to do-
nate to the West Cancer Clinic
herein Memphisin honor of one
of their leaders, ReginaWilliams.
Ann Buxton of St. John'sUMC

taught the girlsto knit. On some
Tuesdaysyou couldwalk into the
chapel and seethem knitting and
listening quietly to classical mu-
sic. On other Tuesdays, they'd
be chattering enthusiastically, but
missing a few more stitches.

The garden received a dona-
tion of rolled cobbled stones
from Cristie Cut Stone, the
neighborhood stoneyard. When
the man dropped off the heavy
pallet, he commented about how
heavy the stones were and how
it seemed like this could be way
too much work for the girls.
March wondered why hewould
think that. These girlsoften break
asweat in the pursuit of doing a
good job and helping others.

It almost looked like a chain
gang as the girls began lifting,
passing and carrying the stones
to form the outline of the herb
garden. The stoneman couldn’t
believe how fast they emptied the
entire pallet. The girls saw his
comment asachallenge. Not one
girl said the stones were too
heavy. After the last stone was
put into place, the girls moved
over to the shaded areato enjoy
hamburgers cooked over their
Smokey Joe.

In addition to the stones, the
garden hasreceived many dona-
tions. Ralph Fagan, alandscape
architect, provided thedesignand
layout. There have been gifts of

money, plantsand time. Thedo-
nor list names close to 30 com-
munity people, former scout
leaders, the Day Care centers,
members and friends of Gallo-
way. The church has not spent
any program dollars on the gar-
den, but does pay the water bill.

A former scout who is now
in college stopped by one day.
After“oohing” and " aahing” over
thegarden, shesaid, “Marge, you
werethebest leader. | just loved
thegarden.” Margelooked at her
andreplied, “No, you didn’t, you
hated it.” At least, it seemed so
at the time. But the young
woman’'smemoriesprove other-
wise. Her time spent with acar-
ing adult hel ped form her into the
successful young woman that
sheisbecoming today.

Vegetables from the garden
will be used by the Scouts, Day
Care centers and by Galloway
UMCwhentheweekly freecom-
munity mealsare prepared

Inbiblical times, therewasthe
concept of “gleaning” whereby
food was left in the fields after
the harvest so that the poor could
“glean” thefieldsand havefood.
We are often asked if the garden
isvandalized or if the vegetables
are“stolen.” Werespond by say-
ing that thisisacommunity gar-
den, herefor all to enjoy. It be-
longsto everyonein the commu-
nity whether they tend it or not.
Itisnot fenced. It isproudly la
beled, “Community Garden at
Galloway.” If apasserby picksa
tomato or two, then we figure
that, like a gleaner, they must
have been hungry.

One gentleman cuts a few
roses each day when they arein
bloom. He sellsthem at anearby
car wash on East Parkway and
Young. This is his food money
for theday. He hasretained some
dignity and hasn’t panhandled.

The girls went out this week
to pick blackberriesand blueber-
ries to make a pie. The berries
weremostly gone. Without miss-
ing a beat, Edna Lumpkin said,
“l guess someone was hungry
and needed them. We'll have
more soon.” And so we will.

Our garden has opened up our
front yard for the entire neigh-
borhood to enjoy. It hasbecome
a source of joy for many. It has
become an outreach tool. It has
shown the neighborhood that
Galloway iswelcoming and in-
viting. It will be another few
monthsbefore al the vegetables
are harvested for this summer,
but the spiritual fruit of the gar-
denwill continueto be harvested
for many months and years af-
ter that. «
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THANK YOU
CONFERENCE 2006

Ada Herndon
thanks everyone
who supported the
sack lunch and con-
cessions mission
project at Annual
Conference 2006.
ThePaducah District
United Methodist
Women cleared
$1,124 that will be
sent to the Hispanic
Ministry in Graves
County.

LAMBUTH U. SAYS
THANKS FOR
DROPPING BY

More peoplethan
ever beforetook ad-
vantage of the cof-
fee and donuts of-
fered free by
Lambuth University
to everyone who
cametoAnnua Con-
ference this year in
Paducah, says
Donna Over street.
Lambuth’s hospital-
ity area in the front
lobby of the Luther
F. Carson Four Riv-
ers Center was one
of the busiest places
inthebuilding.

KATRINA CHURCH
RECOVERY APPEAL
On Sunday, Au-
gust 27, the United
Methodist Council of
Bishopsisasking ev-
ery congregation to
receive aspecial of-
fering for theKatrina
Church Recovery
Appeal (#818-001).
A downloadable bul-
letininsert and other
helpful resourcesare
available at www.
umc.org/churchre-
covery. Included
with the online re-
sourcesisacompel-
ling 7-minute DVD

(Continued on page 8A)
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Galloway’s Community Garden
A bright spot in the neighborhood

By TrRoyANN PouLopouLos
pastor, Galloway UMC

Memphis Saturday morning

and the first participant for
a community yard sale has just
arrived to pick out thebest location
inthe parking lot acrossthe street
from Galloway United Methodist
Church’s new Community
Garden.

After claiming hisspot, the Af-
rican-American pastor of anearby
Baptist Church wanders over to
talk to March Hall, the leader of
Girl Scout Troop 3. Hall isthe co-
ordinating force behind the gar-
den. “You know this garden sure
is a bright spot in the neighbor-
hood,” he said as he steps care-
fully through the plants and then
sits on the bench newly installed
under abig shade tree.

Commentslikethishavebecome
commonplace over the six weeks
since the garden was planted by
the Scoutsand the children of three
nearby Day Care centers.

Having acommunity gardenis
very different from having a gar-
den in aprivate yard, though pri-
vate gardens can be quite beauti-
ful. Thisgarden hasbecomeatrue
connection to the community and
the community is embracing the
efforts of Troop 3 and the nearby
Day Care centers (Cooper Cottage,
Red Robin and Southern Avenue)
that help tend the plants.

March Hall says, “It's amost
selfish of meto spendtimeinthis
garden. It has just been lovely.
This garden is a beautiful back-
ground for al of these beautiful
Scouts and precious children.”

On days when the Scouts and
Day Care children don’t tend the
garden, several familiescomeand
volunteer their time. On Thurs-
days, Edna Lumpkin comes with
her threegirls.

A dishwasher from a nearby
restaurant walks two blocks each

— t's 4:30 am. on an early

day to the bus stop in front of the
church. At first, he walked by si-
lently and stood at the bus stop,
keeping his thoughts to himself.

Then one day he walked over to
Marchand said, “| seeyou havea
new plant today.” The two have
frequently carried on conversations

Pictured above grouped
aroundtheirnew gardenbench
areeightofthe 16girlsin Scout
Troop 3. Thetroop,led by March
Hallfor 32years, has seen many
of its graduates go to college
and become professionals.
Back row (L-R) Shenequa,
Sable, Maya and Chelsea.
Frontfrow (L-R) Kaitlin, Anitra,
Vashaun, Cecelia.

Left: One ofthe Scouts helps a
Cooper Cottage Day Carechild
plant and tend the vegetables
that will one day furnish afine
meal.

since that day. This man is no
longer a stranger, disconnected

(Continued on page 8A)
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